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November 
2011 

 

General Meeting 

8.00pm Wednesday 
9th November 

Community Centre, 
Annandale Shopping 

Centre 

Committee Meeting 

7.30pm Monday 
30th  January 2012 

2 Hoya Court 
Annandale 

Dates to 
Remember 

20th November - 
Fairfield Waters, 
riverside precinct. 
Meet at the ‘chimney’ off 
Stuart Drive/Kokoda St. 
at 9am. 
 

Christmas Social 
4th December, 2 Hoya 
Court, Annandale 
RSVP 20th November 

 

 

This Issue 

Lagunaria 
queenslandica  2 

Tech spot – Stem 
Systems 3 

In flower for 
October 6 

  

  

  

  

 

Abelmoschus moschatus  
  ssp tuberosus 

  

Abelmoschus moschatus  
  ssp tuberosus 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Abelmoschus moschatus  
                           subsp. tuberosus 
  

 

The Native 

Gardener 
Newsletter of the  

Society for Growing Australian 

Plants 

Townsville Branch Inc. 

PO Box 363, Aitkenvale, Qld. 4814. 
sgaptownsville.org.au 

Chairman Janice Lough 4728 7302 j.lough@aims.gov.au 

Vice Chairman Rex Grattidge 4729 0270 rgr57487@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary John Elliott 4728 7302 jw-elliott@aapt.net.au 

Treasurer Keith Townsend 4755 2098 noeltownsend@bigpond.com 

Newsletter Ed. Del Windridge 4773 3559 colanddel01@bigpond.com 

Librarian Rex Grattidge 4729 0270 rgr57487@bigpond.net.au 

Committee    

 

 
 

Wednesday 9th November 8pm 
 

John Elliott 
will present  

The Best of 2011 
photos from our many activities this year 

 
plus 

 

 Keith’s ‘tech-spot’ on ‘Hairs?’ 
 

http://www.sgaptownsville.org.au/
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Lagunaria queenslandica 

Norfolk Island Hibiscus/Pyramid Tree/Sugarplum Tree/Cowitch Tree 

MALVACEAE 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A tree to 20m, often with elongated and arching branches.  
Leaves are simple with both sides clothed in silvery and 
gold stellate hairs.  The inflorescence is a solitary flower, to 
about 40mm diameter.  Fruit a dry, woody capsule, 
containing several red seeds, which can irritate as 
“Cowitch”.  It ranges from Townsville to Aramac in Central 
Qld., altitude 2-600m. 

The original Norfolk Island Hibiscus was named Hibiscus 
patersonia and published by Henry Andrews in London in 
1803, having been collected on Norfolk Island by William 
Paterson, the then Governor.  In 1804 it became Lagunaea 
patersonia, and then officially Lagunaria patersonii in 1831: 
the genus in honour of Andreas de Laguna 1499-1560, a 
Spanish doctor who wrote botanical commentaries. 

In that guise it happily reposed as a single species of a single 
genus, until 2006 when the mainland variety was described 
as Lagunaria queenslandica, owing to a difference in extra-
floral nectaries. 

 

 

Perhaps the long gestation for the naming of this species is 
explained by the fact that the tree is a relatively uncommon 
sight in some of our seasonally dry creeks. It can easily be 
overlooked until it undergoes a major flowering event, when 
one of its common names, Sugarplum Tree, becomes 
immediately apparent.  The tree is festooned with flowers 
ranging from bright pink to pale cream as they fade, and the 
long drooping branches only highlight the brilliant effect. 

 
Janice, Keith and I were luck to witness this event on the 
heights just beyond Mingela at the property of Bill Norton and 
Margaret Calvert, fellow members of SGAP.  They have 
perhaps 10 trees in the nearby creek, and in the six years that 
they have lived there this is the first time the trees have 
flowered so prolifically.  It is a most unusual sight to see such 
luxurious flowers in an essentially arid environment. 
 
Keith has also seen the tree at Oak Valley, I have located one 
just off the Bruce Highway close to the Billabong Sanctuary 
and there is one at the entrance to the Bush Gardens.  Any 
reports of other trees would be welcome. 
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Keith’s Tech Spot 

Plant Structure and Function - Stem Systems 
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Thinking about Xmas presents 

 

 

Why not give yourself or a friend a book for Xmas? 
Financial members of SGAP can buy our books at 
concessional prices - this makes them very worthwhile 
presents! 
 
ACROSS THE TOP - to SGAP members - $20 plus postage if 
necessary $10. 
FIELD GUIDE - to members - $16 plus postage if necessary 
$7. 
 
Contact Keith - noeltownsend@bigpond.com or phone 4755 
2098. 
 

 

Christmas Social 

 2 Hoya Court on Sunday 4th December 
 
 

 

All members of Townsville SGAP invited 
Please bring your own drinks and 
contribution for dessert 
RSVP 20th November 
 

mailto:noeltownsend@bigpond.com
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In flower for October 2011 
 
Acanthaceae  Graptophyllum excelsum 
    
Apocynaceae  Alstonia actinophylla 
 
Bignoniaceae  Tecomanthe hillii 
   Tecomanthe ‘Roaring Meg Creek’ 
 
Fabaceae  Abarema sp. 

Indigofera praetensis 
Lysiphyllum hookerii 

   Swainsona formosa 
 
Meliaceae  Turrea pubescens 
 
Myrtaceae  Leptospermum ‘Lemon Frost’ 

Melaleuca minutifolia 
Melaleuca pachyphyllus viridis 
Melaleuca tamarascina (pink form) 
Melaleuca thymifolia ‘White Lace’  
Syzygium australe  
Syzygium ‘Pink Cascade’ 
Xanthostemon verticillatus 
 

Proteaceae  Grevillea banksii fosteri 
   Grevillea ‘Flora Mason’ 
   Stenocarpus angustifolius 
 
Rubiaceae  Gardenia psidioides 
   Attractocarpus fitzalanii 
 
Rutaceae Melicope rubra 
 
Verbenaceae Vitex ovata 
 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

Lysiphyllum  
hookerii 

 

Turrea  
         pubescens 
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Society for Growing Australian Plants, Townsville Branch Inc.  
P.O. Box 363 Aitkenvale, Qld. 4814 

 
Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 
Membership Year is from 1st April to 31st March 

(Initial half yearly membership is available for those joining around October) 
 

Name: _________________________________________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 
 

  
Email address: _________________________________________ 

 
Fee: $_________________ 

 
If claiming full time student fee please quote Student No…………………. 

 
Additional household members may be registered for a nominal fee 

of $2.00 per person but they will not receive newsletters or magazines. 

Society for Growing Australian Plants Townsville Branch Inc ABN 32 302 397 597 
Membership Fees: 

 
New Ordinary Member $45.00 
New Student Member $35.00 
Renewal Ordinary $40.00 
Renewal Student $30.00 
New Member (Half Year from Oct.) $25.00 
Additional Household Member $  2.00 
Queensland Bulletin subscription only $30.00 

 
If paying electronically please quote ’Membership and your name’ 

Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000 A/C 113462386 

The Society for Growing Australian Plants promotes  
the conservation of Australian native flora 

 by encouraging its introduction into gardens. 
 

 


