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August 
2011 

 

General Meeting 

8.00pm Wednesday 
10th August 

Community Centre, 
Annandale Shopping 

Centre 

Committee Meeting 

7.30pm Monday 
29th  August 2011 

2 Hoya Court 
Annandale 

Dates to 
Remember 

Future Outings 
Ben Watts garden - Aug 
14th - Outing to at 9am. 
23 Bowden Rd. Black 
River. 
 
Burra Range - Sept 18th 
to the Burra Range (for 
the ones we miss in July) 

 
 

This Issue 

Keith’s Tech spot 
– Secondary 
growth in woody 
plants  2 

Burra Range 
Outing 4 

In flower for July 6 

  

  

  

  

 

Abelmoschus moschatus  
  ssp tuberosus 

  

Abelmoschus moschatus  
  ssp tuberosus 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Abelmoschus moschatus  
                           subsp. tuberosus 
  

 

The Native 

Gardener 
Newsletter of the  

Society for Growing Australian 

Plants 

Townsville Branch Inc. 

PO Box 363, Aitkenvale, Qld. 4814. 
sgaptownsville.org.au 

Chairman Janice Lough 4728 7302 j.lough@aims.gov.au 

Vice Chairman Rex Grattidge 4729 0270 rgr57487@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary John Elliott 4728 7302 jw-elliott@aapt.net.au 

Treasurer Keith Townsend 4755 2098 noeltownsend@bigpond.com 

Newsletter Ed. Del Windridge 4773 3559 colanddel01@bigpond.com 

Librarian Rex Grattidge 4729 0270 rgr57487@bigpond.net.au 

Committee    

 

 

Wednesday 10th August 8pm 

Paul Slatter  

from AQIS (Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service) will 
give us a presentation 

 
plus 

 
 Keith’s ‘tech-spot’ on ‘Root Structure’ 

 

Outing to Ben Watts garden 
14th of August at 9am. 

23 Bowden Rd. Black River. 
Travel North across the Black River bridge on the Bruce Hwy and 

take the first right. 
 

http://www.sgaptownsville.org.au/
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Secondary Growth in Woody Plants 

 
 

 
 

 

fertilisation has taken place, the ovary becomes the centre of all  
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Burra Range Trip – 17th July, 2011 

A small but enthusiastic group made the trip to the Burra 
Range and were rewarded with possibly the best display of 
Grevilleas and Wattles seen for many years. We were a little 
apprehensive on the way out – leaving Townsville in fine 
conditions we encountered some patchy fog but later this 
turned to a mixture of fog and patchy showers, with low 
cloud threatening to disrupt our day. 

 The rain lifted on arrival however and the day remained 
fine. Wattles were very evident on the way out, 
particularly Acacia leptostachya on the hills near Thalanga 
and before Campaspe River. Our first impressions (apart 
from the Wattles) on reaching the Burra however were of a 
very prolific flowering of Grevilleas – sessilis, 
pteridifolia and decora. 

 A quick cuppa at the lookout (I had to crack the whip or we 
would have still been there at lunchtime – and I knew that 
there was so much to see elsewhere), and we ventured into 
the area past the microwave tower. Some of this had been 
burnt two years ago, and the regrowth with two good years 
of rainfall has been marvellous.  

 

  

 
 

Grevillea Hybrid and the two parents 
 

 

 

 Pieter was very vigilant in spotting a good example of the Grevillea hybrid (G. pteridifolia x G. 
sessilis). We stopped at several spots to view slightly different scenarios and then made what 
has become our obligatory stop to see the large Homoranthus thomasii which never fails to put 
on a good display for us. 

  Several members were very keen to examine the 
flower minutely and we spent an enjoyable time 
confusing ourselves as we seemed to have too 
many parts!!! However we got very close to the 
answer – and a short consultation with my friend 
Dr. Google on arriving home seemed to tie the 
matter up.  

The two pink, papery structures at the base of the 

flower are bracts which protect the bud in the early 

stages. 

The next layer is the calyx tube - fused for about 2/3 

of its length, and divided into 5 for the distal third. 

The hypanthium forms the base of this - (Myrtaceae 

= hypanthium). 
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Dampiera adpressa 

  
The tiny pink teeth on the distal 
tips of the calyx lobes are actually 
awns. If you Google Homoranthus 
you will find that some species 
actually have quite prominent 
awns. These are not visible 
on Homoranthus thomasii without 
a lens, but the second photo on the 
right of the closely related H. 
porteri clearly shows the larger 
awns on this species. 
 

 
Boronia bipinnata 

  

 
Hakea lorea 

Following a restful lunch break at a quiet 
spot away from the main road (someone 
objected to a short quiz about the identity 
of a nearby Corymbia – I can’t imagine 
why), we keyed out an Acacia as Acacia 
burdekensis. Two more stops found us at 
Bungaree Creek, where we found a 
number of smaller plants 
including Boronia bipinnata, Dampiera 
adpressa, Prostanthera parvifolia and even 
a few early flowering Calytrix microcoma. 

 It was then time to make our way home 
and look forward to our second trip this 
year which we hope to coincide with the 
mass flowering of Calytrix microcoma. 

On the way I noticed this nice specimen of 
Hakea lorea a little to the east of 
Campaspe River. Unfortunately it had 
commenced to rain, which made 
photography difficult. 
 

Keith 
 
 

 

 

Petals were the 5 small, saucer shaped discs deep in the base of the flower. These were folded 
(like a tulip) in the early stages but opened to expose the inner workings at a later stage. 

Outer whorl is the calyx tube. Inner whorl is the petals which are deep within the calyx tube. 
The 10 anthers appear to be set into the base of the flower – they do not have visible filaments. 
Tiny thrips no more than 1mm long were visible with a lens. 

So what we see when looking at the flower casually is the calyx tube and the style - the rest is 
hidden deep within the structure. 
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In flower for July 
 
Acanthaceae  Graptophyllum excelsum 
   Graptophyllum ilicifolium 
 
Labiatae  Westringea fruticosa 
 
Mimosaceae  Acacia gracillima 
   Acacia holosericea 

Acacia leptostachya 
 
Myoporaceae  Eremophila maculata 
 
Myrtaceae  Leptospermum ‘Pink Cascade’ 

Melaleuca ‘Pink Champagne’ 
Melaleuca pollandii 
Syzygium ‘Pink Cascade’ 
deep red new foliage` 
 

Proteaceae   Grevillea banksii (red)  
Grevillea ‘Lana Maree’  
Grevillea ‘Pink Surprise  

Grevillea pracina 
   Grevillea pteridifolia  

(local & NT form) 
   Grevillea venusta 
 
Rubiaceae  Gardenia psidiodes 
 

 

 
Grevillea pteridifolia 

 

Acacia 
leptostachya 
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Society for Growing Australian Plants, Townsville Branch Inc.  
P.O. Box 363 Aitkenvale, Qld. 4814 

 
Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 
Membership Year is from 1st April to 31st March 

(Initial half yearly membership is available for those joining around October) 
 

Name: _________________________________________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 
 

  
Email address: _________________________________________ 

 
Fee: $_________________ 

 
If claiming full time student fee please quote Student No…………………. 

 
Additional household members may be registered for a nominal fee 

of $2.00 per person but they will not receive newsletters or magazines. 

Society for Growing Australian Plants Townsville Branch Inc ABN 32 302 397 597 
Membership Fees: 

 
New Ordinary Member $45.00 
New Student Member $35.00 
Renewal Ordinary $40.00 
Renewal Student $30.00 
New Member (Half Year from Oct.) $25.00 
Additional Household Member $  2.00 
Queensland Bulletin subscription only $30.00 

 
If paying electronically please quote ’Membership and your name’ 

Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000 A/C 113462386 

The Society for Growing Australian Plants promotes  
the conservation of Australian native flora 

 by encouraging its introduction into gardens. 
 

 


